
Volunteer Opportunity Description:  MapleFest Education Volunteer 
 
Description/Purpose 
 
Lead an educational activity station during MapleFest Weekend. 
 
Responsibilities/Tasks 
 
Engage with visitors of all ages to share the Arboretum’s Maple Syrup Time story at a series of activity 
stations near the Sugarhouse and up in the Maple Woods.  Demonstrate tree tapping, serve fresh sap 
samples, help visitors make their own “spile” to spill the sap, answer questions about how maple syrup is 
produced at the Arboretum.   
 
Suggestions:  Bring water and a snack.   
Mandatory: Be prepared. Dress for the weather.  Bring warm boots, hat, gloves.  Most activity stations 
are outdoors, although we may rotate every hour with an indoor station if it’s especially cold or windy.  
  
Required Skills 
 
Become familiar with maple tree anatomy, how and why sap flows, how we collect it here, how it is 
processed to syrup. 
 
Time Commitment and Schedule Details 
 
2018 MapleFest Weekend is Saturday and Sunday March 17 & 18, 8:30am-1:30pm.   
Education Volunteer work shifts will be 3 hours, either 8:30am-11:30am or 11am-2pm.  All MapleFest 
Education Volunteers MUST attend the Maple Syrup Training session Mon March 5, 9am-12:30pm.  
This will be a shared training with Maple Syrup school field trip volunteers, with some specifics about 
MapleFest.  Meet at the Frog Hollow Building.   RSVP so we will get materials ready for you. This is 
when you sign up for a specific shift at MapleFest.   
 
Benefits/Impact 
 
Fulfill the Arboretum’s education mission by helping visitors feel connected to plants and nature, as the 
seasons shift and winter melts into spring.  Learn how and why sap flows, how it is processed to syrup, 
what maple traditions past and present are enjoyed by people in different cultures, so you can share your 
knowledge and enthusiasm for all of this with others.  
 
Work Environment:  

 Indoors  Lifting 
X Outdoors X Working individually 
 Sitting  Working with children 
X Standing  Working as part of a team 
    

 
How to Apply for this Opportunity 
All eligible volunteers must have completed and be up to date on their background check, safety 
of minors training module, and have a signed Volunteer Agreement and Release on file with the 
Volunteer Center.  If you are eligible for this opportunity, please contact the Volunteer Center. 
If you’d like to find out more about becoming a volunteer, please click HERE. 



 
Staff Supervisor & Contact Information 
 
Sandy Tanck  tanck001@umn.edu or 612 301-3481 


